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This statement details our school’s use of Pupil Premium funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our school. 
Pupil Premium is additional funding for schools in England to raise the attainment of disadvantaged pupils of all abilities. Schools receive this funding to support their eligible pupils and narrow the attainment gap between them and their peers. Children can be eligible for the pupil premium for a variety of reasons. These include their family circumstances, such as their parents’ income or occupations, and whether the child is in care. Schools have the freedom to spend the premium, which is additional to the underlying school’s budget and recovery premium, in a way that they consider best supports the raising of attainment for the most vulnerable pupils. 
In order to meet the above requirements, the Governing Board and staff at Walmley Junior School will ensure that provision is made which secures the teaching and learning opportunities that meet the needs of all its pupils. The Governors and staff also recognise that not all pupils who are socially disadvantaged are registered or qualify for free school meals. They therefore reserve the right to allocate the Pupil Premium funding to support any pupil or groups of pupils the school has legitimately identified as being socially disadvantaged.

In 2024-2025 we received £74,700 in Pupil Premium Grant. 
Overview of Pupil Premium Grant 2024-2025
	Number of pupils and pupil premium grant



	Total number of pupils on roll


	359

	Total number of pupils eligible for pupil premium grant
	49 


	Amount of pupil premium grant per pupil 

	£1,480

	Amount of pupil premium grant per adopted pupil
	£2,570


	Total amount of pupil premium grant
	£74,700 



Strategy Plan 

Statement of intent
Our intention at Walmley Junior School, is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make at least good progress across all subject areas. We believe that only by having the highest expectations of all learners, can the highest possible standards be achieved including progress for those who are already high attainers. 
At Walmley Junior School we will consider the challenges faced by disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils. The activity we have outlined in this statement is also intended to support all children, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged or not. Our main intention of the expenditure for the Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) is focused on high quality teaching. This approach has been proven to have the greatest impact on closing the disadvantaged attainment gap, whilst simultaneously benefiting our non-disadvantaged pupils in school. With a focus on expert teaching and training needs, it is the intention that the attainment gaps between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils will narrow and that our pupil premium children will achieve well above the Age-Related Expectations (ARE) in the core subjects. This will be sustained each year. The Pupil premium strategy continues to take a tiered approach. This strategy continues to build upon wider evidence, as identified from the teaching and learning toolkits and Pupil Premium Guide research conducted by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). This strategy is also integral to the wider school plans for attendance and safeguarding. 
Decisions about approaches are not just simply directed to pupils’ academic intervention; they are also responsive to pupils' common challenges and individual needs, rooted in robust diagnostic assessments (specific needs) and aims to also support non-academic matters such as attendance, and social and emotional challenges. This section below outlines some of the challenges to achievement, that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils, and our intended outcomes.

Challenges
1. Vulnerable children – These children are either part of a separated family, have experience of a family breakdown, or are identified as a post/ Looked After Child (LAC). Internal assessments, observations and discussions with staff and pupils indicate their well-being and attainment in phonics, early reading and maths is a particular focus. 
2. Attendance – We want to ensure that all our children have good attendance. All pupils are monitored closely by senior leaders and out Attendance Officer. They work with families to ensure attendance is a priority. These children are tracked carefully with specific intervention put in place to ensure they are making progress and meeting at least age-related expectations. 
3. Low attainers – Although not on the SEND register, internal assessments, observations and discussions with staff indicate that some of our Pupil Premium children are low attainers. These pupils receive individualised monitoring and intervention where there is an identified need to sure sustained progress is maintained and gaps are closed across the core subjects. 
4. Mental health and well-being – Our internal assessments, observations and discussions with staff, pupils and families have identified that some of our pupils demonstrate low self-esteem and limited aspirations resulting in a lack of opportunity later in life. Mentoring from external agencies is continued to be used to develop pupils’ mental health. 
5. Access to enrichment opportunities including trips, clubs etc – We want to ensure that all pupils have access to the wider development opportunities at school. We are a school which is an approved user for the Family Household Grants (£200) and we encourage all families eligible to apply. 
Nature of support 2024-2025
	Support
	Aims
	Cost

	Teaching (CPD and training) 
	To impact on pupils achieving their academic potential in reading and phonics.
	£66,204

 

	Structured Interventions

1) My Lexia

2) Reading Plus

3) Little Wandle

4) TT Rockstars
	To impact on pupils achieving their academic potential in reading and phonics. 
	1) £1,180

2) £2,833

3) £300

4) £183

	Wider strategies related to Attendance
	To embed principles of good practice in attendance to support children with barriers to learning. 
	£765

	Wider strategies related to Mental Health and Wellbeing
	To support pupils’ mental health and emotional needs.  
	£5,381 
£840 

	Extra-Curricular activities /      before and after                    school clubs  
	To enhance the curriculum, ensure pupils are able to participate and to give them opportunities to experience new, challenging activities. 
	£411 

	
	Total
	£78,097


Impact and tracking of pupils’ progress (Outcomes 2024)
The impact of our work can be measured by the closing of the attainment gap between our disadvantaged pupils and other pupils. We track the progress of all pupils and target additional support for those not on track. A termly report on attainment and progress is produced.
The number of disadvantaged pupils in school is relatively low; but the monitoring and targeted support for each pupil is reflected in the outcomes. 
	% of pupils achieving                                expected standard in Reading
	Disadvantaged pupils at WJS

	All pupils at WJS

	2024
	75% (9/12)
	85%


	% of pupils achieving                                expected standard in Writing
	Disadvantaged pupils at WJS
	All pupils at WJS

	2024
	83% (10/12)
	84%


	% of pupils achieving                                expected standard in Grammar, punctuation and spelling
	Disadvantaged pupils at WJS

	All pupils at WJS


	2024
	92% (11/12)
	90%


	% of pupils achieving                                expected standard in Mathematics
	Disadvantaged pupils at WJS
	All pupils at WJS

	2024
	92% (11/12)
	89%


Multiplication Tables Checking Exercise Outcome 2024 for Year 4 (MTC)
	Mean average
	Disadvantaged pupils 
	All pupils 

	WJS
	22.4
	23.3

	Nationally 
	18.9
	20.6


