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18th September 2020
Welcome back! 
It is great to welcome everyone back to school after such a long break. We hope that you had a relaxing summer at home in the garden or enjoyed some special day trips out together. Thank you for your patience this year as we returned to school after the COVID-19 lockdown period. We have worked incredibly hard in school to ensure we have a robust risk assessment and continue to ensure the safety of pupils and staff is a key priority. 

Risk Assessment

As circumstances change in school, we are updating our risk assessment to reflect the changes in our practice. This document is available on our home page on the school website. 

Parent contact details

Throughout the Lockdown period this year, some parents reported not receiving texts or emails. I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that it is your responsibility to inform the school office when your contact details change. School should have a minimum of three contact phone numbers to ensure we can get hold of someone at home in an emergency. We check parent contact details annually at our first parents’ evening so please let us know if your information needs updating.  

Communication 

Please remember that our newsletter will continue to be sent by email to the priority 1 contact in each family. Newsletters are also available on the school website and a paper copy will always be available for collection from the school office. They will not be issued every week, but will be on an ‘as and when’ basis and will be available on the school website no later than 4.00pm on a Friday. If you do not receive an emailed copy, please speak to the school office and we will check your details.
Attendance, Absence and Punctuality 
We ask that you support the school by not taking your child out of school during term time for holidays. Absence due to exceptional circumstances must be applied for by completing an ‘Exceptional Circumstances Absence Form’ which can be obtained from the school office. These should be returned to school and handed to the school office in advance. Any holiday requests during term time will not be authorised.  
Children should arrive at school from 8.40 a.m. – please do not bring them earlier than this (unless they are going to Earlybirds).  They should be in school by 9.00 a.m and our school gates then close automatically.  After this time your child should ring the bell and wait at the gate to be admitted.  They will then be marked as ‘Late’ in the register.  We are aiming to reduce the number of ‘Lates’ recorded, which are disruptive to the start of the school day.  Thank you for your support in ensuring your child arrives on time.

We work closely with our Attendance Officer who supports Mrs. Smith (Deputy Headteacher for lower phase) in monitoring attendance, unauthorised absence and punctuality. Please note that Mrs. Smith will write to you if your child’s attendance is of concern, particularly if it falls below 92%, as this will impact on your child’s learning. The average attendance for the school has always been above 97%, but we are aware that in these uncertain times, this may not be sustainable. 
If your child is absent due to illness, we would ask that you contact the school office before 9.30 am on the first day of absence so that we can ensure our records are up to date.  We would then ask that you send a letter to your child’s class teacher on their return to school.  If your child has a medical appointment, please ensure that the school office is made aware in advance.  We would ask you to arrange medical appointments outside the school day wherever possible.
Coronavirus: The NHS advises that the main symptoms of COVID-19 are:

· a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

· a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

· a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

If your child has any of these main symptoms:

· Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible.
· Stay at home and do not have visitors until you receive your test result – only leave home to have a test. Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until the test result is known.

· Contact the school office to keep us updated on the situation.
If your child seems to have coronavirus symptoms in school, we will isolate them and may check their temperature. We will contact you to arrange for them to be collected from school and advise you to get them tested. If the test result is negative, they should return to school. If the test is positive, your child should self-isolate for at least 10 days, starting from the date they started to show symptoms. They can return to school after this time, as long as they feel well enough to do so. 
Whole School Flu Vaccination

The Immunisation Team will be in school on Thursday 22nd October to give the flu vaccine to all year groups. Forms have been sent out today with the children. Please return these as soon as possible.
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Macmillan Coffee Morning
We sent out a letter last week to let you know about our Coffee Morning on Friday 25th September. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, this will be for children only, but we still want to raise money for this very worthwhile charity, as we have done for many years. 

Children can come to school in their own clothes but at least one item should be green! There will be a raffle and games to play, such as Name the Teddy (all costing 50p). We have asked the children to decorate an envelope (containing your donation for Macmillan) with their name and class on the back, for the chance to win a prize!  
We would also be grateful if you could send in some cakes (only shop-bought and in wrappers this year please), ideally on Thursday 24th September (the day before).  Your child should bring in £1.00 for a cake and a green Slushie (or squash). If your child has food allergies, please provide them with their own cake in a named bag or container and send it in to your child’s teacher.  Thank you very much for your support with this event.
Photographer

Academy Photography will be in school on Monday 28th September to take individual photographs. Unfortunately, it will not be possible this year to have photos taken with siblings. All payments for this service will now be made online directly to Academy Photography as school can no longer accept payments. This is to ensure a speedy and more direct ordering system. Information will be sent home once photographs have been taken.
Year 6 Secondary School Applications
Please note that the closing date for online applications is Saturday 31st October 2020.   

School Uniform   
It is great to see how smart our children are in their school uniform, taking pride in their appearance. However, we would like to remind you that jewellery should not be worn in school except for a watch and small stud earrings and earrings should be removed on P.E. days.  Children should not wear nail varnish and hair bows/ribbons must be small and navy blue. We advise that all long hair is tied up for school for health & safety reasons. 
Trainers should only be worn for P.E. and not during the school day. School skirts/pinafores should be navy blue in colour (not grey or black) and of a suitable length. All footwear must be completely black and leather/leather-look (not fabric). School shirts must have the right collar so that ties can be worn correctly. Children will be challenged if their school uniform is not in line with school policy. Please ensure that all items are labelled with your child’s name so any lost property can be returned.  

Uniform can be purchased from Clive Mark in Boldmere or Uniform Hub in Minworth. It is worth bearing in mind that Uniform Hub also donate money towards our school fund – the more uniform purchased from them, the more money we make for school and can spend directly back on the children. 

Dinner Money
Dinner money is £12.50 per week (i.e. £2.50 per meal).  If you prefer to pay for the half-term in advance, it will be £95.00 for Wednesday 2nd September 2020 to Friday 23rd October 2020. Please ensure that payments are made promptly using our online system. In future we will be sending outstanding dinner money invoices by email and wish to remind you that dinner money should always be paid in advance not arrears. We hope that your child will have school dinners but please remember to give the school office one week’s notice in writing of any changes to your child’s lunch arrangements. 

Vacancy: Lunchtime Supervisor

Please note that we have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor starting in October/November 2020. This is for 1¼ hours each day in term time. Full details are on our website or see the notice on the door in the Reception area. Application packs will be available from the main office and the deadline for these to be submitted is Friday 2nd October. 
Come and join our fantastic team!
Free School Meals 

Changes have been made as to how we collect information for Free School Meals.  You no longer have to come into school to complete paperwork and bring in evidence as it is all done by simply registering online at www.link2ict.org/FSM.   You only ever need to register once and then school will automatically be updated of eligibility or any changes of eligibility; this information is data protected as per the terms shown. 
E-SAFETY/SAFEGUARDING TIP OF THE WEEK

Your password should be like your toothbrush – ‘not shared’!!

Earlybirds Bookings

A reminder if you need to make an emergency booking it must be made before 12 o’clock on that day. In addition, if you cancel an Earlybirds session after 12 o’clock, you will have to collect your child from Earlybirds as they may have already been taken there by a member of the Earlybirds team.

Communicating with School

Please do not come on to the school site without a prior appointment. These can be made by calling or emailing the school. Can we please ask parent/carers if you do come on to the school site that you wear a face mask.

Dates for the Diary

Autumn Term 2020
25th September

Macmillan Coffee Morning (for children only)
28th September 

School Photographer (individuals photographs only)
21st/22nd October
Parents’ Evening (1/3)

22nd October

Flu Vaccine – all year groups
23rd October 

Break up for Half Term
2nd November 

School Open

18th December

Break up for Christmas

Spring Term 2021
4th January 

Teacher Training Day
5th January

Teacher Training Day
6th January 

School Open

12th February

Break up for Half Term

22nd February 

School Open
1st April


Break up for Easter
Summer Term 2021
19th April

School Open

3rd May


Bank Holiday

28th May

Break up for Half Term

7th June


Teacher Training Day

8th June


School Open

20th July

Break up for Summer Holidays

21st July


Teacher Training Day
